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INDIA. 


rxtract of a letter from Mr. Fyvie. 


Bombay, Sept. 12, 1815, | 
REV. AND DEAR SIR, 


iv will, we have no doubt, afford the Directors much plea- 
sure to hear of our safe arrival in this place. By the good 
hand of God upon us, we cast anchor in Bombay harbour, on 
the morning of the 9th of August, after a safe and comforta- 
ble passage from England of 15 weeks and four days. 
The Captain acted to us in a manner which reflects 
credit to himself, and which calls from us the liveliest 
gratitude to Jehovah, whose wisdom designed our crossing 
the mighty deep in his vessel. Indeed, his kindness all the 
way far exceeded our most sanguine expectations. The of- 
ficers and ship’s company showed us much attention. On the 
Sabbath we had public worship on the quarter deck. The 
service was conducted by reading the Scriptures, singing 
hymns, extempore prayer, preaching, and hearing the Gos. 
pel. Mrs. Fyvie: acted as cm in the singing part of the 
service. The attention which the sailors showed to the 
word, and the sorrow they manifested on our leaving the ship, 
induce us to hope that our labours, during the passage, have 


not been in vain in the Lord. We distributed among them ~ 


several Bibles, Testaments, and a variety of other useful 
books of a small size; viz. Doddridge’s Rise and Progress, 
Baxter’s Call, &c. which were read often, and by many, 
with a considerable degree of attention. May the impres- 
sions made prove lasting ! . . 


Our first business after landing was to call on the Gover- 
nor, who received us in the most friendly manner. We de- 
livered to him the letter the Directors sent by us. He said 
there was no obstacle in the way of our proceeding to Surat, 
as soon as a conveyance could be obtained. His Excellency 
reminded us of the mildness and prudence proper and neces- 
sary on the part of Missionaries, which perfectly accorded 


with our own sentiments, and our instructions from the Di- 
Vor, 1.—Nno, 20, Vy | 
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rectors. Mr. and Mrs. Thompson were favoured with a tree 
ease in the Psyche, one of the Company’s cruizers bound 
to Pulo Penang. The Psyche sailed from this port on the 
22d ef August, and was expected to arrive at Pulo Penang in 
less than three weeks time. 

On the day that we landed, many thousands of Hindoos 
were assembled at a certain place to worship the snake. For 
this religious service they assign the following reasons :— 
ist. Because a snake is the bed on which their favourite god 
Vishnu reposes on the sea of milk: 2dly, Because they sup- 
pose that a snake sustains the earth, by putting his head un- 


der it: 3dly, and principally, Because Krishnu, one of their 


ten incarnations of Vishnu, in one of his adventures, fell into 
the mouth of a snake, and was in danger of being devoured. 
This threw his mother into the greatest distress ; and having 
interceded for the life of her son, she vowed to the snake, that 
if he would spare him, every body should worship the snake 
one day in the year. About a fortnight ago, more than fifty 
thousand Hindoos were assembled by the sea-side, to present 
offerings to the vast ocean. If this ceremony were neglect- 
ed, the natives would not consider it safe to sail on the Male- 
bar coast. We have visited several of the Heathen temples 
since our arrival: they are in general very mean and dirty— 
are full of idols, many of which have a shocking appearance. 
Alas! what ignorance of the true God!» Who does not feel 
bowels of compassion for such idolaters ? Who would not re- 


joice to lay down even his life, if he might be the means of 


bringing a few, nay one of them, out of such amazing dark:- 
ness into the light of the glorious Gospel ! 

Our letters of introduction have procured us many friends 
in this place. From them we have endeavoured to gain as 
much information as possible respecting Surat. But it is as- 
tonishing how little is known about it even in Bombay. The 
result of our inquiry is, that.Surat is an immensely populous 
place ; but no one can tell. us the number of its inhabitants. 
The wall of the city is said to be ten miles round. Former- 
ly it was one of the most healthy places in India ; but two 
years ago there was a grievous famine, (occasioned by the 
want of rain,) throughout the Guzeratt country, and since that 
time Surat has been rather unhealthy ; but the effects of the 
famine are nearly gone, and it is expected Surat will again 
resume its former salubrity. The languages spoken, are the 
Hindostanee and Guzerattee ; the former by the Mahometans, 
and the latter by the Hindoos. As the Hindostanee is spok- 
en by all the people in business on this coast, it would be 
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greatly to the advantage of Missionaries coming hither, to 

y a little attention to the rudiments of this language in fang 
ot We are happy to inform the Directors, that Abdallah, 
our teacher at Stepney, was perfectly correct in his instruc- 
tions ; and we shall find great .benefits from the little time we 
spent in attending:to this language while in London, 

: —2+o— 
FROM THE RELIGIOUS REMEMBRANCER, 


THE WESLEYAN MISSION. 


Extract of a Letter from Mr, Clough, one of the Misstona- 
ries, tn the Island of Ceylon, to his Brother. 


vr Columbo, June 20, 1815. 


Wuen I look round upon the poor perishing Heathen of 
this country, I am sometimes in the greatest distress of mind. 
I'am persuaded that the idolatrous inhabitants of this island, 
only want zealous Missionaries to go among them, and;preach 
the great truths of the Gospel. But what can five Missiona- 
ries do in a place as large nearly as Ragland, and the people 
as ignorant (almost) of Christianity as stocks and stones? It 
grieves me to think that I cannot preach a thousand sermons 
instead of one, and sometimes whea | am ag He home in 
the evening, after having preached three or four times, and 
have seen the eflects produced, J sit down and meep, because 
I cannot bear to preach more. How pleasing it is to see the 
poor wretched people of this island, begin to discover their 
gods which they have been worshipping, are no gods, and to 

ear them crying gut on every hand, ‘Come Lu 10w us the 
right way.”’ “ Let us hear more of the things you tell us.” 
O'my brother, if my bones were brass, and my flesh iron, I 
would not cease to leach:and preach both day and night ! 

I think.I mentioned in my last the probability of my leav- 
ing Point-de-Galle very soon; accordingly when Mr. and 
Mrs. Harvard came from Bombay, where we left them on ac- 
count of Mrs. Harvard’s approaching confinement, he was ne- 
quested by government to fix his resideuce at Columbo, and 
1 was requested by my Missionary brethren to join him there. 
Columbo is the capital of this island. The Governor has his 
residence here, and all the principal gentlemen of the settle- 
ment also. And I should suppose that in the Fort, and what 
is called the Pettah, ¢.-e. houses in the outside of the Fort, 
there are five or six times as many inbabitants as,in Bradford, 
but they are composed of almost.every nation of men under 
the heavens! The English gentlemen principally reside in 
the Fort, or else two or three miles in the country. But we 
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took up our residence in the*centre of the Pettah, as we 
thought ,it most consistent with our Missionary views. And 
I am happy to say, that God has so wonderfully opened our 
way, and. given us favour in the! estimation of the people, that 
we have every possible kindness shown us by persons of all 
nations and ranks, from his Excellency the Governor, down 
to the naked Cingalese! these are mercies that call loudly for 
gratitude to the Gives of every good gift... And, O my bro- 
ther, I hope you will give, nay, 1 entreat you, to assist us in 
giving God the praise. You will no.doubt. be surprised, 
when you hear that we are going to build a neat Methodist 
cheek the first that ever was built in India. It will cost, 
according to the present calculation, about 7000 rix dollars ; 
we have already begged 6000 towards: it! and believe we 
shall clear the whole of the expensé. It will be built upon 
the plan of the New Chapel at mie It will be 20 
yards long, 14 broad, and we suppose’ there will be sittings 
for about 6 or 700 people ; we are building also a dwelling 
house close to it. We shall also have’a printing-office, anda 
large school-house, in whith we intend to teach school. 

fan angel from heaven had appeared to me on the voy- 
age, ‘and said we should have had the openings that now pre- 
sent themselves in so short a time, I could hardly have cre- 
dited him. Surely we may say, what hath God wrought! The 
Pay-master General of the forces in this island, a gentleman 
of great rank, has given us a ~ room in his apartments to 
preach in, until our new chapel be built, and it is well attend- 
ed. Ihave got about 20 fine boys, and taught them to sing, 
and the manner in which they sing has surprised almost eve- 
ry one. They are going next Monday to sing before his Ex- 
cellency the Gavarnor: and Lady Brownrigg, and the civil 
and military gentlemen in the settlement; at which time, the 
Hon. and Rev. T. J. Twisleton will deliver an occasional 
sermon. Iam sorry I must omit a thousand things which I 
should like to mention. We have the most pleasing pros- 
pects in the country for about 15 miles round Columbo. Al 
we want is more of the Life of God in our souls, and plenty 
of Holy zealous Missionaries. 


— +o 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. George Erskine, to the Mis- 
sionary Committee ; dated Galle, Island of Ceylon, East 
Indies, August 1, 1815. 

Here, as at all the other stations, we have abundance of 
work;having more than 40 children under our care learning the 
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English language and the principles of religion. Every Sab- 
bath we read prayers and preach to such of the military and 
others as are disposed to attend the Church. Every Wednes- 
day evening Brother Squance preaches in Portuguese, and 
every Friday I preach in English. The congregations are 
pretty large and attentive ; and we hope some profit by hear- 
ing the word of truth. Monday evenings we meet our class, 
consisting of about 20 members, Dutch, Portuguese, soldiers, 
and one native headman, or Modelier, as they are called here. 
Some of these are under serious impressions, several of them 
young men, who seem very promising. We sometimes preach 
in the public market through the means of an interpreter. 
Here we meet many. different characters; Mahometans, Ma- 
labars, Dutch, Portuguese, Cingalese, &c. We visit some 
of the schools where the Cingalese are taught their own 
language. ‘T’o these schools, on days set apart for the pur- 
pose, the people crowd to be baptized and married, to the 
number of 6 or 700 and upwards. We generally seize such 
opportunities of declaring to the people the way of salvation. 
These things, together with studying languages, keep both 
eur bodies and minds in a state of activity. Truly we may 
exclaim, the harvest is great, but the labourers very few. 
Hinderances there are in the way to the spread of the Gospel 
in this island; but, through Divine assistance, these difficul- 
ties are surmountable. The work is the Lord’s. O that we 
may ever confide in him, feel our dependance upon him, and 
labour on at his command. Thanks be to God, my soul is 
happy in the enjoyment of his favour; and if J were now in 
Europe, surrounded by my relations, and the friends of Jesus, 
whom I sincerely love; at the Divine call, with the sacred 
flame | this moment feel in my heart, | would break away 
from their affectionate embraces, bid farewel to the land of my 
nativity, brave the dangers of the watery deep, encounter 
every difficulty, and consider myself highly honoured and 
greatly privileged in having an opportunity of preaching, 
through Jesus, a free and full salvation to the poor heathen. 
Earnestly requesting to have a place in your prayers, with 
every sentiment of respect and-affection, Iam, dear Fathers 
and Brethren, Yours, most sincerely, Georce Erskine, 
— > +o 
From Mr. James Lynch. 


My pear Fatuers anp BretTaren, 
In my last from this place, I stated to you the death of Bro- 
ther Ault; since then, thank God, we are all pretty well; and 
nothing particular has taken place amongst us, We greatly 
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lament’ the loss of the ship Arniston, off the Cape of Good 
Tope in May last. ' Our wari ‘and ‘kind friends, Lord and 
Lady Molesworth, and a daughter of our much esteemed 
friend, the Hon. and Rev. Mr. BP wisleton, and two sons of the 
Rev. Mr. Chater, were among those who perished. We also 
regret that many of our letters for Europe, (all mine,) were 
lost. 1 have lately visited a few places in the country ; seve- 
ral Brahmins heard, and rather wished to engage me in listen- 
ing to them, than that ! should address the people. We have 
lately established an Auxiliary Bible Society here, and have 
a larger Sunday School. Brother Squance is rather on the 
recovery, and preaches very frequently. By this day’s news, 
from Madeira, | find a ship is to sail for Engfand in a few 
days. Being apprehensive she may sail before this reaches 
Madras, I write but short. I bless God that my health is 
good, and feel resigned to his dispensations. 1 feel the want 
of help, received a letter lately from Madras, signed by 
five serious persons who appear to experience the power of 
religion. They have received much light in the doctrines 
of the Gospel, by reading Messrs. Wesley’s and Fletcher’s 
Works, and most earnestly request one of us to visit them: at 
present, it is not in our power, for want of sufficient help. I 
remain, Dear Fathers and Brethren, Your’s in the Gospel, 

Juffna, Oct. 7, 1815. JAMES LYNCH. 

— > +o 
THE Inquisition. Rome, April 17. 

The reform in the tribunals of the Inquisition and the Holy 
Office is continuing with activity ; and will extend to all the 
countries where this institution exists. In the briefs address- 
ed by his holiness to the Congregation charged with the la- 
bour, his Holiness says, “ Do not forget that the way to ren- 
der religion powerful in all States, is to show her divine, and 
bringing to mankind only consolation and benefits, the pre- 
cept of our divine Master, ‘ Love each other,’ ought to be the 
law of the universe.” <1 
) The Holy League. 

The Emperor of Russia has addressed a letter to the courts 
of Europe, stating that his Holy I.eague with Austria and 
Prussia has no other object in view, than peaceably to found 
the eternal peace and happiness of States. 

D+ oOo 
The Jesuits. 

The Prince Regent of Portugal refuses, in the most abso- 
lute manner, every proposition to restore the Jesuits in his 
dominions ; and declares the acts for the abolition of the Or- 
der to be in full force. 



































THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 311 


FROM THE AUBURN GAZETTE, (N. Y.) JUNE 26, 1816, 
Auburn Auxiliary Missionary Society. 


We are happy to announce, that that spirit of Christian 
munificence, whose effects have of late been so extensively 
experienced, and which has wrought such marvellous changes 
in the empires of Paganism and Infidelity, is beginning to dis- 
cover itself in this village, in a manner highly gratifying to 
the truly philanthropic and Christian soul. 

About six weeks ago a Missionary Sermon was preached by 
the Rev. Elisha P. Swift, a Missionary, and a proposition 
made to the young people of this'village, for forming a Socie- 
ty, co-ordinate with the Branch Societies of the Grand Mis- 
sionary Society of the Western District. The discourse was 
solemn and impressive, and the effect pleasing and satisfacto- 
ry. A Society is formed, and nearly one hundred have al- 
ready united themselves to it, apparently eager to assist in 
the general effort for the universal spread of the Gospel of 
Peace. 

On the 17th inst. a Constitution was adopted, and the fol- 
tne gentlemen were elected officers, viz. Horace Hills, 
President ; Noble D. Strong, Vice President ; Joel W. Bacon, 
Secretary ; and William H. Brown, Treasurer: 

While we express our happy astonishment at the remarka- 
ble spirit of unanimity and liberality manifested by those 
who have already engaged in the cause of religion and of man, 
we must also express our hopes that other towns and villa- 
ges will not remain idle and indifferent to the grand scenes 
which are acting under the auspices and guidance of Heaven. 


io 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE CHRISTIAN BERALD. 


Sir, July 23d, 1816. 

I observed on the cover of the Christian Herald, a notice 
of books and papers suitable for Sunday Schools. It brought 
to my recollection, a little piece styled The Happy Man, 
which I present to you, Sir, for publication, if you think pro- 
per. It was handed to me when.a child, by a pious aunt, 
with an injunction to. commit’it*to memory. I obeyed the 
precept, but thought little more of it; and it lay buried in 
rubbish for more than fifty years! But when the Day Siar 
arose in my heart, and the Sun of Righteousness began to 
gild the mental horizon, one piercing ray consumed the rub- 
bish. Then memory, that grand faculty of the soul, opened 
her depository, and there seemed quite a naw resurrection of 
things teeming into life. Out sprung The Happy Mean with 
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all its concomitants, every word as perfect as when I firs: 
learned it ; and a whole host of little hymns and psalms, and 
songs, spiritual and divine ; catechisms and Scripture proofs, 
which | had little more sense of, when committed, than their 
bare words ; but they brought with them, meaning, beauty, 
and sentiment. The following is a copy of the piece above 


mentioned. 
THE HAPPY MAN. 


_ Tue Happy Man was born in the city of Regerieration, 
in the parish of Repentan¢e unto Life; he was educated in 
the school of Obedience, and lives now in Perseverance ; 
he works at the trade of Diligence, notwithstanding he has 
a large estate in the country of Christian-Contentment, and 
oftentimes does jobs of Self-denial; he wears the plain gar- 
ment of Humility, yet has a better suit to put on when he 
goes to Court, called the robe of Christ’s Righteousness ; he 
walks in the valley of Self-Abasement, and sometimes climbs 
the mountains of Spiritual-Mindedness ; he breakfasts every 
morning on Spiritual-Prayer, and sups every evening on the 
same; he has meat to eat that the world knows not of, and 
his drink is the sincere milk of the Word. 

Thus happy he lives, and happy he dies. Happy is he 
who has Gospel submission in his will, due order in his affec- 
tions, sound peace in his conscience, sanctifying grace in his 
soul, real divinity in his breast, true humility in his heart, 
the Redeemer’s yoke on his neck, a vain world under his 
feet, and a crown of glory over his head. 

In order to attain which, look to Christ, pray fervently, 
believe firmly, wait patiently, work abundantly, live holy, 
die daily, watch your heart, guide your senses, redeem your 
time, love Christ, and long for Glory. 


—<D4 oo 
FROM THE CHRISTIAN’S MONITOR. 
REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


An account of the Revival in Sag-Harbour, Long-Island, 
by the Rev. John D. Gardiner, Minister of the Gospel 
in that place. 


Tne Redeemer has established his empire in the earth. Its extension in 
this world of darkness and sin, gladdens the hearts of all his subjects. To 
hear of the triumphs of the cross, is animating to all the friends of Christ. 
At such seasons, the glory of God shines with peculiar lustre; the power of 
Gospel grace is displayed ; the kingdom of Jesus built up; and many stones 
“ polished after the similitude of a palace,” are laid in the temple of Zion. 
To know that the Lerd is carrying on his work; is pouring out his spirit in 
different parts of the’Churches, is no small consolation to the people of God; 
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especially, to those who are destined to labour in the barren parts of the 
Gospel vineyard, and who are not spectators of those happy scenes. 

With these views I have forwarded to you a short account of the late 
revival of religion in this place and its vicinity. 

From the commencement of my ministry here in the year 1812, nothing 
special of a religious nature occurred until about the middle of October, 1815. 
Though the ordinances of God’s House were decently attended, and additions 
made to the church, from time to time; still there was great coldness among 
professing Christians to the things of the kingdom. It was a season of awful 

‘declension. A death-like sleep seemed to have seized alike the saints and the 
sinner. ‘The Church was clothed in sackcloth; she appeared forsaken and 
desolate.—Her state was melancholy : few, very few, came up to her solemn 
feasts !—Her children were discouraged ; like Israel in a strange land, they 
seemed to have sung out their song, hung their harps on the willows, and sat 
down to die. The scene was truly dark and foreboding, and became more and 
more so every day.—‘‘ O my leanness, my leanness,” was the cry of God's 
people. The wicked sat their mouths against the heavens; vice, with giant 
boldness, marched through the streets ; Sabbath-breaking, profaneness, and 
intemperance, threatened to sweep away every vestige of religion: the word 
of life mouldered on the shelf; the ordinances were barren, and the Spirit of 
prayer seemed to have taken its everlasting flight to heaven ;—this place was 
indeed a valley of dry bones. I ascended a neighbouring hill; I surveyed with 
anguish the whitening ruins that lay below; my heart sunk at the prgspect ; 
and | exclaimed, in the language of the prophet, ‘‘ Can these dry bgnts live ?”’ 
Scarcely was the exclamation ended, when, to my utter astonishment, the 
breath trom the four winds came; the slain began to stir—the dead to live, 
The spirit of the Lord was there. This was about the middle of October last. 
The scene now changed: the people of God began to awake; their hearts 
were comforted. ‘The strong expectation that the Lord was about to appear 
in his glory to build up Zion, excited them to fervent supplications, to vigorous 
exertions. Meetings for conference and prayer, were multiplied. Religious 
conversation was introduced : the attention of the whole congregation was soon 
arouséd, ‘I'he house of God was crowded: the silence oi the grave pervaded 
the assembly ; the seriousness of eternity set on every countenance. Every 
ear was open, every eye was fixed; while thé truth of God appeared to sink 
deep into every heart. ‘The wicked were brought to a stand ; the consciences 
of many were awakened. Fearfulness surprised the hypocrite; sinners in 
Zion trembled. ‘The anxious inquiry was heard, ‘* What shall [ do to be 
saved?” ‘The terrors of the law seized the hearts of many. ‘Che work of the 
Lord increased daily: sinners were born to God. ‘ihe prison-doors were 
open, the chains knocked off; and numbers, delivered from the bondage of Sa- 
tan, were made to rejoice in the liberty of the Gospel. 

The work gradually progressed until about the middle of December, when 
the Lord seemed to rise inhis might, and make bare hisarm. His Spirit now, 
like a mighty rushing wind, seemed to sweep all before it: the youth, the 
middle aged, and the man of years, fell alike prostrate at the foot of the cross! 
Often did the cry for mercy, and the song of praise, at the same moment vi- 
brate on the ear. ‘The footsteps of Emmanuel were seen in every family, and 
his power felt by almost every heart. The people of God who had witnessed 
several revivals, filled with astonishment, would oftenssay, ‘* that they had 
never beheld such a day as this before.» Whenever they met, there was 4 
cordial shaking of hands and a smile of joy ; while every other feeling of the 
soul seemed to be swallowed up in mutual love. “So transporting was the 
scene, and so elevated were the joys of some elder Christians, that they con- 
fidently believed that the glorious morn of the latter day had now ushered in. 

This season of divine power, when Christ rode forth from conquering to con- 
quer, Continued until about the first of March. During this period of about 
two months, mére than one humdted and twenty persons expressed their hore 
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of having passed from death unto life. These were of all ages, from twelve to 
four-score years. Out of tis number, upwards of seventy have recently 
made a public profession of religion, and been received into the Church; and 
- there are numbers more who will join the people of God, at our next com- 
munion. 

This work was remarkably still and solemn.. It was entirely free from that 
noise and confusion, from those sallies of enthusiasm, which have sometimes 
been witnessed in a season of a revival. The work of conviction, was in ge- 
neral very deep and solemn. Its continuance was in most cases from one to 
three weeks, before the subjects of it received divine light and comfort. The 
veil of sin and darkness which covers the heart, was in many instances taken 
away ina moment, and the light of the Sun of Rightcousness, like a flood, 
poured in upon the benighted mind; while in other instances, the day-spring 
trom on high was but just seen to glimmer, and the night of the soul to be gra- 
dually chased away as the shadows of the morning. All expressed great as- 
ionishment at their former stupidity and danger. They were overwhelmed to 
think that God had not long since cut them down, as cumberers of the ground, 
and sent them to everlasting misery.. ‘The way of salvation by Christ, was 
viewed as the only door of hope for a perishing world. They were filled with 
great solicitude for the weilare of secure sinners, and frequcntly exhorted them 
to press into the Kingdom. Little associations for prayer, in different parts of 
the congregation, were formed by the young converts. ‘These meetings, while 
they excited thoce who attended them to search the scriptures, had a happy 
influente ig binding them to each other, and in cherishing that love which God 
had shed abroad in their hearts. .Those who have been made the hopeful sub- 
jects of divine grace, continue t> walk as becometh the Gospel. 

There has not appeared the least opposition to this work of the Spirit. It 
carried such unequivocal marks of supernatural power, as to astonish the 
hearts and stop the moutis of all. The effects of the revival have been the 
most salutary. ‘The whole face of the congregation is changed in a religious 
and moral poiat of view. Intemperance, profaneness, and Sabbath-breaking, 
have greatly diminished. ‘The tide of iniquity, which swelled high, has begun 
to roll back, and continues to ebb stijl. Numbers, who have been longghabi- 
tuated to the most disgraceful vices, have entirely abandoned them, and become 
correet members of society. ‘It is the Lord’s doings, and marvellous in 
our eyes.”? 

It may be proper to observe, that 1t was my practice, during the revival, 
to preach two or three times.a week in the remote parts of the congregation. 
On my way to one of these meetings, | stopped in a house for a draught of 
water. Having received i, I converséd a moment with the mother of the fa- 
mily, on the subject of religion.—As I turned from her leave the house, I 
met her eldest daughter, of twenty-three years, at the threshold of the door. 
As i did not know her name, | said, My friend, 1 am glad to see you; and as 
Jam on my Master’s business, permit me to inquire how it stands between 
God and your soul. She seemed confounded, and made no reply. I then said, 
If you have no interest in Christ, seek it now, and * prepare to meet thy 
God,” and immediately left her. It proved a word in season: it was set 
home by tke Spirit; like a.barbed arrow, it fastened on the conscience. In 
the beginning of the eveningyabout three hours after this interview, her mind 
became greatly distressed for sin. It was noticed by the family. It constant- 
ly increased, and in a short time was so great, that she begged Mr. N. might 
be sent for to pray with her, as she should die and sink to hell before morning. 
Mr N. with a number of neighbours, came. He prayed with her, and then 
exhorted her to come to Christ without delay. He endeavoured to compose 
her, but im vain. She slept very little that night. The morning came—but 
it did not chase away the darkness of her soul. ‘ihe burden of guilt still press- 
ed her down. She continued im this distressing state of mind, for about a 
week; when the Lord in mercy appeared for her deliverance, and spoke peace 
to her troubled heart. ‘This event awakened scveral of her young companions 

om iheir sinful seeuritv. to attend * to fhe things that belong to their peace.” 
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I would also mention the conversion of Mr. C. a man eighty years of age. 
I approached. him one day, after preaching a lecture ip his neighbourhood, 
took him by the hand, and said to him, ‘‘ My dear Sir, you are, I perceive, an 
old man, standing on the. borders of eternity. According to the course of na- 
ture, death will soon overtake you. It is of the highest importance that you 
be prepared to receive the summons, whenever it may come. You cannot 
stay here Jong. Your glass is almost run: your head is clothed with grey 
hair; your limbs tremble with age.—Have you made your peace with God? 
Have you ever repented of sin, and believed on the Lord Jesus Christ?” He 
shook his head: the tear started from his eye, and stole down his withered 
iace, while bis whole countenance bespoke the agitation of his heart. He had 
no more peace, until about two weeks after this, he found it through faith ina 
the Redeemer. He-was brought in at the eleventh:hour, and is now praising 
God for the riches of his distinguishing grace. He has since been baptized, 
and made a public profession of religion. 

Another man, upwards of seventy, and another about sixty years of age, 
nearly by the same means, have been hopefully converted to God. Several of 
the subjects of this work, are between forty and fifty ; though the greater part 
are young people. 

1 would add further, an extract from Mrs. G*#***’s diary,-kept last win- 
ter; which, it is hoped, will not be unedifying to your readersg It is as fol- 
lows :—. 

‘¢ Mr. G. and Mr. 8. returned from visiting the people; an unusual degree 
of solemnity was upon them. ‘They sat down and immediately observed, they 
had witnessed such a scene as they never saw before, in beholding a soul 
surrender itself to God. Mr. G. stated, that he called this afternoon at Mr. 
£.’s, and found Mrs. E. under very deep conviction—prayed with her—and 
after having stated to her briefly the way of salvation by Christ, and the im- 
portance of surrendering up her soul to him; he urged her to this duty by va- 
rious motives, and as he pressed the duty of immediately surrendering her soul 
and body, and all she had into the hands of the Lord, her distress increased 
every moment; until overwhelmed, she fell down upon her knees and poured 
out her soul to God for more than two hours. During her prayer, among 
other things she said, as far as they could recollect,‘* Oh, Lord, I am a great sin- 
ner; the worst sinner in the world, I have’sinned against great light for thirty 
years. Gracious Father, | pray that thou wouldst be pleased to pardon my 
sins, through the blood of Jesus. 1am growing worse every moment: Lord * 
take me as I am; I shall never be any better. O Lord, take me now, this 
moment; I shall never be more willing, unless thou make me willing, to give 
myself to Christ. Hast thou not promised to receive the soul that submits to 
thee? O Lord, why am I so unwilling to give up? Oh blessed Jesus! if thou 
dost not receive my soul now, it will perish justly. 1 know I deserve to be 
destroyed forever: let thy face shine, and dispel this night that hangs on my 
poor soul. Precious Saviour! take possession of my heart; give me the light 
of thy countenance: Lord Jesus, take me as I am this moment; | am willing 
to give up: I give all to thee: and oh that thou wouldst be all in all to my 
poor soul: Oh may I believe: I do believe : O Lord, can do no more: Qh, 
Jesus! thou art precious; make me a heart Christian; make me, Lord Je- 
sus, all that a Christian can be: 1 want to be such a-Christian, oh Lord, if 1 
am any: J hope, Oh Lord, I have given up to thee. Search me and try me; 
search my soul, as thou didst Jerusalem, with candles: take from me every 
thing which is offensive to thee. Shed abroad thy love now in my heart ; 
it is sweeter than honcy. O give me words to praise thee: thou hast done a 
great work for me, as | humbly hope: I would give thee glory.” She paused 
for a moment, and then said, ‘If there is any idol-left, O help me to give it 
up to thee. Lord, I give up my husband, my child, my brother, my sisters, 
into thy hands: do with them as seemeth good in thy sight. less all their 
souls: and may I and they live to God.” 

Mrs. E. has since made a public profeseion of religion. 
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It may be proper further to observe that the Spirit of the Lord has bées 
poured out in a signal manner among the people of East-Hampton and Shel 
ter Island. In the former place, which has so often been a threatre of divine 
wonders, about one hundred persons have obtained hope, of whom between 
70 and 80, have recently been added to the Church; in the latter, about 40 
have obtained hope, and 15 or 20 joined the Church. | 

In Oysterponds, and Sterling, an adjoining village, there have been a con- 
siderable number of awakenings : God’s people have been greatly comforted, 
and 50 or 60 hopefully made the subjects of Divine grace. In Bridge-Hamp- 
ton, there have been, and are still, very encouraging appearances of a revival. 
The cloud of Divine influence hangs over them; and during the winter there 
has been acontinual dropping. Yours in sincerity, 

Sag-Harbour, June 1, 1816. JOHN D. GARDINER. 
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Report of the Executive Committee of the Bible Society of 
Massachusetts, prepared for the Anniversary of the So- 
ciety, June 6, 1816. 


(‘ne Exeqgtive Committee of the Bible Society of Massachusetis, respeci- 
fully report, that their operations during the last year, have been as extensive 
as the funds of the Society will permit. A larger number of Bibles has becn 
distributed than in any preceding year; and as a proof that this charity is 
needed, your Committee would observe, that they have not been compelled 
to seek opportunities of distribution, but have ccntinually received application 
in behalf of the destitute from individuals whose characters afford every se- 
curity of a faithful and judicious attentioz to the objects of the Society. 

Your Committee have distributed during the last year, 

186 large Bibles, 
2475 Common Bibles, 
556 Testaments. 





3217 whole number. 

Of this number seven hundred have been committed by special order of th: 
Trustees, to Messrs. Daniel Smith and Cyrus Kingsbury, Missionaries, to be 
distributed in the western States, where a deplorable want of Bibles still ex- 
ists. There is reason to hope, that the benevolent concern which has been ex- 
pressed for the destitute condition of these extensive and newly settled regions, 
is awakening in the inhabitants a solicitude and zeal for the supply of their 
own spiritual necessities ; and a more animating reward cannot be desired. 

The remainder of the Bibles have been distributed chiefly within the limits 
of this Commonwealth, and generally by the agency of the ministers of religion. 
Your Committee have every reason for believing, that proper objects have been 
selected for your bounty. They have understood,however, that in some instances 
poor families, by making application to different individuals, have received a 
greater number of Bibles than they needed ; and this inconvenience has been 
particularly experienced in this metropolis, where the distribution is necessarily 
made by numerous hands, Whilst it is earnestly desired that liberal princi- 
ples may be adopted in communicating the Werd of God to the poor, it is 
also hoped that this charity may not be brought into discredit by any abuses 
which a proper care may prevent. 

In some towns of the District of Maine, associations have been formed for 
the purpose of ascertaining the number of families destitute of the Scriptures, 
and of making joint application for their relief. A similar method might use- 
fully be extended to other parts of the Commonwealth. Christians should 
every where remember, that their Master preached his Gospel to the poor, 
and has particularly committed this suffering class of fellow-beings to their 
kindness and care. 
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The members of this Society will expect no recital of any sudden or asto- 
nishing effects produced by the Bibles which they have distributed. The in- 
fluence of the Scriptures isseen among the poor as among the rich, not in a 
miraculous.’ transformation, :but in a silent and gradual improvement of the 
character. [tis enough to know, that-a Bible has been’ thankfully received 
by a destitate family.’ >The precious gift;can hardly be unavailing. In hours 
of leisure, .and. especially on the Christian sabbath, its pages will be opened, 
It will be a resource in trouble, and in declining life. It will attract the at- 
tention of the child;.‘and' we trust that, though often ‘disregarded, it will plead 
successfully, with some who read it, the cause of God and eternity. 

We.continue toireceive assurances of the,very grateful acceptance of the 
Bible. by the poor. 'In a letter from the District of Maine, it is observed, 
‘* The Massachusetts Bible Society has, added much to the triumphs of. the 
Gospel, carrying the word of life to the.dwellings of the poor. Some who had 
lived for years without a Bible in their families, have become, as I have rea- 
son to believe, fond of reading it, and make it a book for family use. A num- 
ber of aged people have been peculiarly benefited’by the large octavo Bibles. 
Many in this part of the country have expressed to me their gratitude to hea- 
ven for your bounty.”” In another letter from Plymouth county, it is observ- 


ed, “ The large Bibles were given to the aged pgor, whose hearts appeared 


to be made glad, on receiving the invaluable treasure. _ It..has been gratifying 
to convey the Bible, containing divine consolation, toa number of poor afflict- 
ed widows, left with a number of fatherless children... ‘The consideration. that 
others have had new Bibles, has indiced some who were able, but had neg- | 
lected it, to purchase a large family Bible.” Thus the benefits of dur institu- 
tion extend to those who are not the immediate objects ofits bounty. A deep- 
er sense of the importance of the Scriptures is communicated to many by 
whom our efforts are observed. It should be a subject of sincere gratitude, 
that we are permitted to contribute to the noblest and most benevolent pur- 
poses of God, to participate in the work of enlightening the world, andyef car- 
rying to the obscure retreats of want and wo the glad tidings of forgiveness 
and immortality. 
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The Fourth Annual. Report of the New-York Religious 
Tract Society. 
(Continued from page 95.) 

Srnce the last Annual Meeting, the Managers have been furnished with 
anuch important information on the progress and usefulness of Religious Tract 
Societies in"Europe. Of this information, a brief sketch only can here be 
riven. 

From the Religious Tract Society in London, we have lately received a 
letter, accompanied with a copy of their last Annual Report, and a duplicate 
set of all the Tracts they have yet published. By this Report, we learn, witb 
much satisfaction, that during the last year, the active and liberal coriductors 
of that Institution have greatly extended their operations, both at home and 
abroad. They have contributed, by their pecuniary munificence, and their 
unwearied personal efforts, to the establishment of many new Societies in va- 


‘rious parf$ of the Continent. Aided by the funds of their Auxiliary Socic- 


ties, of which there are now in England one hundred*and twenty-four, they 
have printed Tracts in most of the languages, and distributed them extensive- 
ly in most of the nations of Europe. They have.also conveyed their Tracts 
to the Cape of Good Hope, to various parts of the East Indies, to the Isles of 
France and Bourbon, to the convicts in New South Wales, to Madeira, to the 
Cape de Verd Islands, to South America, to the West Indies, Nova-Scotia, 
and the Canadas. In addition to these extensive operations, they have gene- 
rously appropriated four hundred pounds sterling to the purpose of printing 
Tracts in the Chinese language, to be distributed primarily among the Chi- 
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lowers of the Lamb inthis Western World. A few individuals in this, and in 
other cities and villages of our country, have indeed made honourable efforts 
in their Master’s cause; but how small a proportion, we would ask, is there 
of professing Christians in this populous and opulent city, who have -ever rais- 
ed a fiager, or contributed a cent, to promote the important object for which 
this institution was established ? 

Let us for a moment examine the question. 

The New-York Religious Tract Society, requiring from its members only 
the small sum of /wo dollars per annum, has been in operation during the last 
four years ; and, in the course of that period, it has obtained upon its list about 
one hundred and ninety annual contributors. In this number, it embraces 
Christians of various denominations, possessing, within the limits of the city, 
about twenty congregations—most of which are both numerous and wealthy. 
The estimate, we are persuaded, would fall far short of the fact, that each of 
these congregations contain one hundred professing Christians, who are abun- 
dantly able to contribute two dollars a year to the objects of this Society, with- 
out sabtracting aught from their contributions to other religious purposes. If 
this estimate be-correct, the question is answered. Not one in ten of the pro- 
fessed disciples of Christ in these congregations, have, through the means of 
printing and distrrbuting Religious Tracts, contributed even the widows mile 
to the promotion of His Glory, and the interests of His Kingdom. 

Let us glance at the subject in another light. In printing 70,000 Tracts 
during the past year, the Managers have exceeded the number that their funds 
would warrant; but had the two thousand professing Chiistians contributed, 
each the pittance of two dolJars to the object, the amount would have enabled 
them to print more than HALF 4 MILLION. Had this number been distribut- 
ed through our country, who can estimate the temporal and eternal benefit that 
might have resulted to a multitude of sinners who are hastening down to the 
pit, shrouded in ignorance and covered with guilt! Who can tell how many 
slumbering professors might have been awakened to a sense of their privileges 
and their duties; how many thoughtless and profligate individuals might have 
been arrested in their career of impiety ; how many precious and perishing 
souls might have been turned from their downward course, and taught the way 
to immortal life! 

To professing Christians in this highly favoured city, the inquiry is of serious 
import, Let it be remembered, that ** Unto whomsoever much is given, of 
him shall much be required.” While we are sitting at our ease, blessed with 
the light of Revealed Truth, supported by its promises, enjoying its comforts, 
and cherishing the hope of a celestial inheritance ; thousands, and we may add, 
millions of our countrymen, are as destitute of a preached Gospel, as destitute 
of the Word of Life, and almost as destitute of every kind of religious instruc- 
tion, as the savages of the wilderness. Let us then unite our efforts ; let us 
engage with rénewed ardour ia the important work of communicating the 
tidings of salyation to the sinful, heedless, and dying mortals around us. Let 
us prove the reality of our faith, by our exertions to promote the interests of 
the Redeemer’s kingdom. Let us manifest the sincerity of our love, exhibit 
ing our compassion for the multitude, who are living without Christ, having 
no hope, and without God in the world. 


By order of the Board of Managers, 
New-York, Feb. 12, 1816. ZECHARIAH LEWIS, Cor. Sec*y. 
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We have lately received several interesting communications, which, for 
want of room, we are under the necessity of reserving for a future number. 














